
 
  

CChhiieeffôôss  CCiirrccllee 

Mico is on the Move!   
 

We are moving forward with new ideas and a new sense of direction to meet the challenges of one of the fastest growing 

areas in the state of Texas. The Mico Volunteer Fire Department serves approximately 70 square miles around the Medina 
Lake Dam and northeastern Medina County, or about 5% of Medina County, Texas.  
 

Funding for the Mico Volunteer Fire Department is provided thru the Medina County Emergency Services District #1 and 

donations from the community. Commun ity service is provided utilizing two fire stations manned by 16 dedicated 
volunteer firefighters.  
 

As we grow, our main fire station has not been able to keep up. We have applied for a grant for a new main fire station 
thru the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the President's Stimulus package) with the intention of 
replacing the current station at 7121 CR 271. This is a highly competitive grant program where only about 100 grants will 

be awarded nationwide so our chances are pretty slim, but it's worth a try and we can use your support. We should know 
by the end of the year if we are successful. We have several ideas on the table for the new fire station, so please stop by 
and check them out and feel free to comment and provide suggestions.  
 

The Mico Volunteer Fire Department fleet of Fire Apparatus utilizes a combination of one 1250 gallon per minute fire 
engine built to National Fire Protection Association specifications with a 1000-gallon on-board water tank, plus one 1500-

gallon water tender, two 750-gallon water tenders, one 600-gallon heavy brush truck, one 500-gallon light brush truck 
and one 300-gallon quick attack first response unit. The mobile water tenders allow us to bring water to the fire in remote 
areas that do not have fire hy drants. The primary source of water for all fire operations is Medina Lake.   
 

The Mico Volunteer Fire Department is organized along the National Incident Management Systems (NIMS) guidelines. 
The Department has two Assistant Chiefs who are each responsible for their Divisions. By organizing along the NIMS 
system, the Mico Volunteer Fire Department is perfectly positioned to transition into the State or Federal Disaster 

Response Plan in the event of a large-scale emergency. By utilizing the National Incident Management System, we are 
also prepared to receive support from other outside agencies in the event of a major catastrophe in our own community.   
 

Like any successful organization, the secret to our success is our peopleðthe firefighters who, day in and  day out, are on 
the street providing world -class service to our community in their time of need. So what other services do the firefighters 
in the department provide? You may be surprised to learn that in addition to fighting all types of fires, we also m anage 

Motor Vehicle Accidents, Transportation Emergencies, First Response for Emergency Medical Services, and Woodland 
Grass & Brush Fires. 
 

The Mico Volunteer Fire Department also provides Public Fire Education to help prevent fires or serious accidents before 
they occur. Contact our office to schedule a guest speaker at your next event ! 
 

Did you know that if you call the Mico Volunteer Fire Department at (830) 751 -2658 and ask for a FREE smoke detector, 

we will not only give it to you for FREE, but we wil l install it for FREE! All we require is your signature on our Release of 
Liability form. A working smoke detector may save you and your familyôs life in the event of a fire! 
 

How do we provide such a wide variety of services to the community? OUR PEOPLE! We have a highly talented, dedicated 
group of people who are committed to helping others when they need it most! 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year ð our people are here to help ð and we're all VOLUNTEERS!   
 

Stop by the Fire Station and let th em know how much you appreciate their efforts and help support the department as we 
continue to move forward! If you would like to join us, just give us a call, or stop by the fire station for more information.  

 
Sincerely, 

  "Jerry" 
Gerald Dyson, Fire Chief 
Mico Volunteer Fire Department 

MICO VOLUNTEER FIRE  DEPARTMENT  
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Best Little Fire House in Texas é by a Dam Site! 

 

The elevation of the crest of the spillway 
is 1072.1 ft. above MSL. The elevation 
of the top of the dam is 1084.1 ft. above 
MSL; the Current Lake level is 50.27ò 
below the spillway on Aug. 5, 2009 



IIttôôss  aa  WWrraapp!!  AAnnnnuuaall  BBBBQQ  NNeewwss  
  Committee Coordinator ~ James Wilbourn  

To our treasured members and donors: 
 

The 45th Annual Mico Volunteer Fire Department (MVFD) BBQ/fundraiser was an outstanding success.  
We raised in excess of $19,000 which will provide for much needed equipment, apparel, firehouse 

improvements and training for our firefighters.  It is members and donors like you that show your 
trust in our fire department to deliver much needed fire protection.  For this w e thank you all!  
 

James M. (Jim) Wilbourn 
Vice President of the MVFD 

Chief BBQ Honcho 
AAuuxxiilliiaarryy  iinn  AAccttiioonn 
President ~ Patty Core 

Hi Everyone: Hope you are having a great summer and staying cool.  Is it my imagination or is this 
year flying by too fast?    
 

The Auxiliary has two fund raisers coming up.   
 

The first one is the "AUXILIARY PICNIC BASKET LUNCH".  This will be in August 2009.  All you have 

to do is call in your order and then come on the scheduled day and pick it up at the fire house.  We 
thought this would help people out that have a busy schedule but have to eat.  Each lunch will be in 
a basket and consist of a sandwich, chips, fruit,  dessert and a drink.  Perfect for busy moms on the 

run or people off to the lake.  
 

Our second fund raiser is in conjunction with the Fire Department ôs annual Fish fry in October 2009.  

The auxiliary will have baked items for sell; cakes, pies, cookies, and brownies.  We will also have a 
small craft boutique and second hand sale.  If you can bake something for our dess ert booth, please 

contact us.  If you would like a craft booth, we would be pleased to include you.  All we are asking is 
10% of the sales to go to the Auxiliary.  If you have some second hand items you would like to 

donate, we would be happy to accept the m also.  I would like to thank all of you for your support. 
Continue to have a blessed summer.  Patty Core ï Auxiliary President 
 

Contact numbers for these and any Auxiliary events: 
 

D. Nicole LôEsperance-Ellsworth - (830) 612-2040 

Debbie Cooper - (210) 884-8772 
  

FFiirreeffiigghhtteerr  &&  MMiiccoo  VVFFDD  MMeemmbbeerr  SSppoottlliigghhtt 
Do You Know This Mico VFD Member? 

 
Can you tell who this pre-firefighter is?  This photo taken in March 
of 1967 is of one of our current active roster firefighters.  Look on 
the last page to see who pictured here snoozing is now with MVFD. 
 
Each newsletter will be filled with community articles and fun facts 
such as this.  If you are and active Mico VFD member and are 
interested in submitting a photo with a brief story, submit your 
entries to: Denise Nicole LôEsperance-Ellsworth, the Mico VFD 
Newsletter editor at: MicoVFDNews@gmail.com 
 
I look forward to adding your photos to the ñDo you know your Mico 
VFD Memberò quarterly editorial. 
 

NOTE:  Remember to turn to the last inside page of the newsletter 
to see which Mico VFD Member is photographed here. 

mailto:MicoVFDNews@gmail.com
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Firefighter 4 Training ï Rockport Texas 2009 

   
Training in Bunker gear (L-R) Jerry & 

Nicole Ellsworth, Al Bishop, Marsha 

Suwienski, Robin Schmidt & Jerry 

Dyson. 

Airplane Fire Training -Numerous 

propane lines & custom designed 

airplane used in fire training.  

FF4 Graduates 2009 (front row L -R) 

Jerry & Nicole Ellsworth, Al Bishop, 

(back row L-R) Marsha Suwienski, 

Jerry Dyson & Robin Schmidt. 

 

Emergency Vehicle Training with MVFD #195 (New Pumper Engine)  

   
Beneath the cab of the pumper engine Driver Practice / Testing The pump ops panel 

 

FF2 & FF4 Training s 

   
 

Propane tower, tanks & pools 
 

On the fire field in Beeville FF2  Photographed (L/R) Al Bishop, Chris 

Smith, & Jerry Dyson FF2 Beeville TX 

 

 

 

Al Bishop, Chris Smith, Jerry Dyson, & 

Mike Tudor in FF2 Training Beeville.  In 

this photograph, itôs Al Bishop scaling 

the ladder on the ladder truck. 

 

 

MVFD Firefighters training at FF2 in  

Beeville TX.  This is how your fire-

fighters spend many of their weekends. 
 

 

We are always in action & training  every chance we get!!!!!  
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Firefighter & Training Coordinator ï 

Marsha Suwienski on the pumper engine 

Jim & Mary Wi lbourn working the 

neighborhoods for BBQ & raffle sales 

Dancing Bear Neighbors, 

Possible Future Firefighters?! 

 

 

 

MVFD creating public awareness & 

making the rounds in our community.   

Here are some of our neighbors in the 

community who came out of their homes 

to purchase tickets in support of the 

annual BBQ and to see the new Pumper 

Engine in action. 

Spring 2009 

 

 
Annual BBQ - 2009 

   
Amazing Auctioneer Ed Mayfield 

wonderful Live Auction with assistance 

from Al Bishop & Martin Davis  

Pam Mathis, Patty Core & Jerrie Bishop 

working behind the scenes in the office 

Hot summer day, face painting, shaved 

ice snow cones & happy kids, now thatôs 

what itôs all about! 

   

Our very own chief BBQ Honcho 

Jim Wilbourn  

Dance Mr. DJ keep that music going! 

Roberto thanks for finding Mr. DJ  

More happy children showing off their 

newly painted faces. 


