
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Message from the Fire Chief 
2009 has been a busy year for the Mico Volunteer Fire Department and now the holiday season is here and many people 
are getting out their decorations and lights to deck the halls.  As your Fire Chief, I extend my sincerest wishes & those of 
my fellow firefighters, for a safe Holiday Season to you, your families and loved ones.  May peace and happiness reign in 
your hearts during this Holiday Season and throughout the New Year. 
 

TEAMWORK and SPIRIT represent the core values of the Mico Volunteer Fire Department.  We will rely on these core 

values to accomplish the challenges ahead. 
 

TEAMWORK:  Together, Everyone Achieves More With Organization, Recognition and Knowledge 
SPIRIT:  Service, Professionalism, Integrity, Respect, Innovation, and Trust. 
The core values of the Mico Volunteer Fire Department represent the very SPIRIT of our organization: As we enter into 

the New Year, we will rely on our teamwork, spirit, talents & training to accomplish the challenges ahead.  
 

Thank you for a great year, I am extremely proud to be part of this organization. 
 

Holiday Safety 
Here are a few basic safety tips and reminders that will help to ensure everyone has a joyous holiday season without 
tragedy: 
 

Lights and Decorations: 
 Use caution with holiday decorations and whenever possible, choose those made with flame-resistant, flame-

retardant or non-combustible materials.  

 Keep candles away from decorations and other combustible materials, and do not use candles to decorate 
Christmas trees.  

 Purchase only lights and electrical decorations that have been tested by a national testing laboratory such as 
Underwriter's Laboratory (UL), and follow the manufacturer's instructions for installation and maintenance.  

 Replace any light string with frayed or broken wires, loose connections, or broken or cracked sockets.  

 Do not overload electrical cords, adapters, or outlets.  
Christmas Trees: 
Check the needles by running your fingers through the branches or by shaking the tree. Select another tree if the needles 
come off easily. This is a sign that the tree is drying out and presents a great fire risk.  A dry tree will not tolerate the 
temperatures of Christmas lights and other electrical devices that may be placed on the tree.  Pre-cut trees should be cut 
2 inches above the base of the trunk to facilitate the absorption of water.  Fill the container at the base of the tree daily 
with water to prevent it from drying out.  Place the tree in a cool location away from heat sources, open flames, high traffic 
areas, stairways, and exits.  Secure the tree so that it cannot be knocked over by small children or pets.  Use only artificial 
trees that are flame-resistant.  Use only artificial trees that have been tested by a national testing laboratory such as 
Underwriter's Laboratory (UL).  Place artificial trees in locations away from heat sources, open flames, high traffic areas, 
stairways, and exits.  
Candles: 
When using candles, place them a safe distance away from combustibles.  Place candles in study containers. Remember 
hot wax can burn people. Do not leave burning candles unattended and extinguish candles before going to bed. 

Outdoor Burning 
Our seemingly indefinite burn ban finally ended!  Many of you have taken advantage of this to get rid of your brush piles – 
many that have been there for several years.  I want to remind everyone that even though the ban has been lifted, there 
are still legal requirements that must be met before you can burn brush in the open.  Medina County requires advance 
notification of all open/controlled burns by contacting the Sheriff’s dispatcher at (830) 741-6153 immediately prior to 
starting the burn.  This will prevent the dispatcher from sending an alarm to the Fire Department when the fire is observed 
and reported via 9-1-1.  
 

Excerpts from RG-049, TCEQ Field Operations, Outdoor Burning in Texas, October 2008: 
§111.219. General Requirements for Allowable Outdoor Burning: 

Outdoor burning which is otherwise authorized shall also be subject to the following requirements when specified in any section of this 
subchapter. 

MICO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

NN eewwsslleetttteerr   --   CChhrr iissttmmaass  22000099  

Best Little Fire House in Texas é by a Dam Site! 



1) Prior to prescribed or controlled burning for forest management purposes, the Texas Forest Service shall be notified. 
2) Burning must be outside the corporate limits of a city or town except where the incorporated city or town has enacted 

ordinances which permit burning consistent with the Texas Clean Air Act, Subchapter E, Authority of Local Governments. 
3) Burning shall be commenced and conducted only when wind direction and other meteorological conditions are such that 

smoke and other pollutants will not cause adverse effects to any public road, landing strip, navigable water, or off-site structure 
containing sensitive receptor(s). 

4) If at any time the burning causes or may tend to cause smoke to blow onto or across a road or highway, it is the responsibility 
of the person initiating the burn to post flag-persons on affected roads. 

5) Burning must be conducted downwind of or at least 300 feet (90 meters) from any structure containing sensitive receptors 
located on adjacent properties unless prior written approval is obtained from the adjacent occupant with possessory control. 

6) Burning shall be conducted in compliance with the following meteorological and timing considerations: 
a) The initiation of burning shall commence no earlier than one hour after sunrise. Burning shall be completed on the same 

day not later than one hour before sunset, and shall be attended by a responsible party at all times during the active burn 
phase when the fire is progressing. In cases where residual fires and/or smoldering objects continue to emit smoke after 
this time, such areas shall be extinguished if the smoke from these areas has the potential to create a nuisance or traffic 
hazard condition. In no case shall the extent of the burn area be allowed to increase after this time. 

b) Burning shall not be commenced when surface wind speed is predicted to be less than six miles per hour (mph) (five 
knots) or greater than 23 mph (20 knots) during the burn period. 

c) Burning shall not be conducted during periods of actual or predicted persistent low level atmospheric temperature 
inversions. 

7) Electrical insulation, treated lumber, plastics, non-wood construction/demolition materials, heavy oils, asphaltic materials, 
potentially explosive materials, chemical wastes, and items containing natural or synthetic rubber must not be burned. 

§111.221. Responsibility for Consequences of Outdoor Burning. 

The authority to conduct outdoor burning under this regulation does not exempt or excuse any person responsible from the 
consequences, damages, or injuries resulting from the burning and does not exempt or excuse anyone from complying with all other 
applicable laws or ordinances, regulations, and orders of governmental entities having jurisdiction, even though the burning is otherwise 
conducted in compliance with this regulation.  Copies of this document are available at the Mico Fire Station.  

New Equipment 
Many thanks go out to our ESD for the delivery of two new fire trucks to Mico.  The first, delivered in February, is a brand-new Ferrara 
Pumper known as Mico Engine 1 (or 195 if you prefer the numeric tag).  It is a full-fledged structure engine that carries 1000 gallons of 
water and has more pumping capacity than anything most of our other trucks combined.  The second, delivered in October, is a 1995 
military surplus deuce-and-a-half that has had a brand-new fire unit installed on it.  This is a heavy brush truck that carries 750 gallons 
of water, is all-wheel-drive, and will go just about anywhere.  These trucks have significantly improved our fire fighting capability.   

Firefighters 
Our progress continues!  The firefighters completed record levels of training this year and it has paid off.  This year we added 
certifications to nine of our firefighters: one Intro level and eight Basic levels!   
 

On top of all of the firefighter training, we also had three firefighters achieve their EMT-Basic certifications.  The EMT training was a 
grueling 3-months of nights and weekends over last year’s holiday season, so this achievement is truly remarkable!  This is a fantastic 
achievement that reflects highly on the quality of our Fire Department.  Congratulations to those who achieved their certifications and 
best wishes toward achieving the next level.  The Mico VFD Training Program is doing an exceptional job of broadening the knowledge 
and skills of all of our firefighters. 

Seasonal and Swine Flu 
To help keep communities healthy during this flu season, it will take all of us-community and faith-based organizations, government, 
businesses, and schools-working together. The federal government alone cannot prepare for or respond to the challenge of the 2009-
2010 flu season. Our community must work to reduce the impact and spread of flu. 
 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention developed a 
document—H1N1 Flu: a Guide for Community and Faith-based Organizations - that highlights specific action steps that we can take to 

support flu response efforts.  In addition, the CDC has developed guidance on specific actions that local governments and communities 
can take to help limit the spread of flu.  Copies of this document are available at the Mico Fire Station.  
 

Common sense tips:  
Pay attention to your health:  

 The best way to prevent the spread of the flu is to stay home if you’re sick or have flu-like symptoms.  

 The CDC recommends you get both H1N1 and seasonal flu vaccines.  
Practice good hygiene:  

 Cover your mouth when coughing or sneezing.  

 Wash your hands regularly to help prevent the spread of germs and illness.  

Holiday Facts & Figures from the National Fire Protection Association 
 During the four-year period of 2003-2006, U.S. fire departments responded to an average of 240 home fires that started 

with Christmas trees per year. These fires caused an average of 16 deaths, 25 injuries, and $13.1 million in direct 
property damage annually.  

 During 2005, an estimated 15,600 home structure fires started by candles were reported to local fire departments. 
These fires resulted in an estimated 150 civilian deaths, 1,270 civilian injuries and an estimated direct property loss of 
$539 million. Homes include dwellings, duplexes, manufactured housing and apartments.  

 Three in 10 reported home fires start in the kitchen -- more than any other place in the home.  
 Nearly half (44%) of all home heating fires occurred in December, January and February in 2002-2005.  



  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+ Do you have a new neighbor?  Please 

share this newsletter with them, invite them to 

become a member of the VFD, the Auxiliary, or 

our monthly bus iness meetings.  
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